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PRESIDENT’S VIEW

Beyond Our Garden Fences
Philip Moors

In his Director’s annual report for 1858, Ferdinand Mueller 
described the Melbourne Botanic Gardens as “a place of healthful 
and instructive recreation”. While we probably wouldn’t use quite 
the same words today to describe the function of botanic gardens, 
Mueller’s theme of ‘ healthful recreation’ continues to be relevant. 
Recreation and enjoyment remain key reasons – indeed often the 
key reason – for people to visit our gardens. 

But over the years we have greatly strengthened the ‘instructive’ 
aspect of recreation and added other goals for our gardens: 
education about our natural world and the problems facing it 
has become centrally important, while the conservation of plant 
biodiversity, botanical, ecological and horticultural research, good‑
practice demonstration sites for sustainable gardening, and places 
to engage interstate and overseas tourists are all major objectives.

For the most part we have worked to achieve these goals within the 
boundaries of our gardens – we’ve waited for visitors to come to us. 
A complementary approach is to ‘go beyond the garden fence’ and 
take our expertise and messages out into our communities. Many 
public gardens around the world are now delivering these outreach 
programs, especially in the United States. The momentum is 
building too in Australian and New Zealand gardens, with 
activities such as education programs delivered at schools, travelling 
exhibitions, collaborations with off‑site partners such as museums, 
galleries and government agencies, adult short‑course programs, 
and community gardens.

Community gardens are the theme of this issue of The Botanic 
Garden. Over the past decade or so the range and number of 
community gardening initiatives have grown dramatically. Often 
they have been associated with inner‑city high‑density housing 
estates, but now they are expanding to involve schools, suburban 
nature strips, walls and roof tops, allotments, and vacant building 
sites. Many are productive gardens, responding to the benefits 
of locally grown healthy foods, while others demonstrate water 
sensitive urban design, greening cities, biodiversity conservation, 
and just plain aesthetic delight. Gardens are core business for all 
of us, and the more we can use our skills, knowledge and passion 
to benefit all types of gardens in our communities the better off 
they – and we – will be.

Albury Botanic Garden is closely engaged with its regional 
community, and next October the BGANZ biennial Congress will 
be held there. With the support of its City Council, Albury Botanic 
Garden has enthusiastically stepped in to host the Congress when 
Alice Springs Desert Park had to withdraw. The change in location 

has also meant a change in the dates of the Congress, with the 
conference now taking place at the usual time of October. So please 
make a note in your diaries now that the 2011 BGANZ Congress 
will be held in Albury from 21‑23 October. Paul Scannell and his 
local organising team are already working hard on the program, 
and more information is given elsewhere in this issue.

And looking rather further ahead, the 2013 BGANZ Congress 
will be in New Zealand hosted by Dunedin Botanic Garden, 
which will be celebrating its 150th anniversary that year. As 
an added attraction to crossing the Tasman, the Congress will 
coincide in Dunedin with BGCI’s 5th World Botanic Gardens 
Congress. So there will be two excellent conferences to enjoy on 
the one trip!

The theme of the March 2011 issue of The Botanic Garden will 
be ‘Gardens and Tourism’. The deadline for contributions will 
be Monday, 28 February 2011. Please contact the Secretariat 
if you are intending to submit an article.

Dr Tim Entwisle, Executive Director of the 
Botanic Gardens Trust, Sydney

Tim Entwisle has accepted the prestigious position of Director 
of Conservation, Living Collections and Estates at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Kew, London, and will take up his new role in 
April 2011.

Frank Sartor, NSW Minister for Climate Change and the 
Environment, paid tribute to Tim for his leadership and expertise 
that continue to contribute greatly to the conservation of 
biodiversity through the promotion of plants and as an effective 
science communicator.

Tim has been Executive Director at the Botanic Gardens Trust 
since September 2003 with responsibility for the management of 
Sydney’s Royal Botanic Gardens, Mount Tomah Botanic Garden 
in the Blue Mountains and Mount Annan Botanic Garden near 
Camden. At Kew Gardens, his role will encompass the institution’s 
conservation program and a bigger garden outside London, 
Wakehurst Place, which is home to the Millennium Seed Bank. 
This is one of the institution’s most ambitious projects and the 
largest ex situ plant conservation project in the world, to which 
Australia’s botanic gardens also contribute.
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As spring heads into summer, it has been wet in Australia and 
mostly dry in NZ. Plant record keeping can get busy in spring, 
and we at BRON hope all involved with keeping records are 
getting interested in our network. Our intention is to help 
BGANZ members to share information about systems, resources 
and standards. In the last BGANZ newsletter we announced 
the opening of our BRON website and email group.  Since July 
membership has grown to about 15 people, but there is room for 
many more.  Sarah and Tom have been getting used to running 
the Google site, and how to effectively process membership 
applications.  Now we are ready for you!

Membership of BRON is open to people belonging to BGANZ, 
including staff of member institutions. If you are interested 
in participating in BRON, please send an email to BRON at 
bganz.bron@gmail.com. Put “plant records network” in the subject 
line, and your name and BGANZ membership number or name 
and address in the body of the message.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

News from the Records Officers Network (BRON)
Tom Myers & Sarah White

NEWS FROM BGCI

Andrew Wood (replacing Belinda Hawkins as from 2011)

Go to http://plantsfortheplanet.wordpress.com to find out more 
on the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation that was adopted at 
a meeting in Nagoya, Japan in October 2010. 

The opportunity to work at Kew Gardens acknowledges Tim’s 
high reputation based on his past achievements at the botanic 
gardens in Sydney and Melbourne. BGANZ will be losing one 
of its most effective Council Members but is extremely pleased 
that Kew will gain the benefit of Tim’s expert input, furthering 
Australia’s connection in global plant conservation. 

The BGANZ community offers its congratulations and best 
wishes to Tim for this next stage of his career – one in which he 
will be working closely with another key Aussie at Kew, its Director 
Steve Hopper (ex‑Director of Kings Park and Botanic Garden).

mailto:bganz.bron@gmail.com
http://plantsfortheplanet.wordpress.com
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This year marks the tenth anniversary of Community Greening, an 
educational partnership established by the Botanic Gardens Trust 
in Sydney (the Trust) with Housing NSW (HNSW). The Trust’s 
initial aim was to explore the trend in communal gardening as a 
way of promoting environmental stewardship in disadvantaged 
areas. By partnering with HNSW, the largest land owner in NSW 
(comprising 70,000 hectares), Community Greening has also 
been able to deliver significant social outcomes to disadvantaged 
communities in urban and regional areas. 

The aims of the program are to: 

improve health and community resilience •	

green and renew the urban environment•	

give a helping hand to communities in need•	

increase gardening skills and employment opportunities•	

promote recycling and sustainable lifestyles•	

increase community ownership of public spaces, and•	

encourage the community, especially children and young people, •	
to value the natural environment. 

Community Greening encourages residents in social housing estates 
and associated school communities to take ownership of their local 
environment, develop an understanding of sustainable horticulture 
and make friends with their neighbours – often from different 
cultural backgrounds. The communal gardens are in public housing 
estates, on Council land, in churches and in schools. 

After Toongabbie Community Garden: community gardeners plant up on a 
family day after installation of irrigation made possible from Sydney Water 

sponsorship. Photo: Community Greening staff, Botanic Gardens Trust.

HNSW provides funding for staffing costs (education 
horticulturists employed by the Trust) dedicated vans, travel‑
related expenses and operating costs. The horticultural industry 
and local businesses donate resources for distribution to 
communal gardening projects. Plants, pots, seeds and other 
gardening supplies, to the value of $80,000 annually, are provided 
on a regular basis. Eden Gardens, a retail Nursery at North Ryde, 
has been a major supporter of the program since its inception. 

The program has grown steadily over the past ten years and 
over that time has helped connect well over 200 disadvantaged 
communities with nature. Soon after Community Greening’s 
inception, it became apparent there was a demand for a program 
that specifically targeted youth living with disadvantage. 
Children (0‑14 years old) and youth (15‑24 years old) face many 
challenges for the future, including finding their identity in an 
uncertain and changing world. Thanks to four years’ additional 
funding raised through the Royal Botanic Garden’s Foundation, 
an offspring program called Youth Community Greening was 
born in 2008. 

REPORTS ON COMMUNITY GARDENING – 
COMMUNITY IN OUR GARDENS

Community Greening
Janelle Hatherly

Edith, Trudy and Necla introduce a new resident to the joys of gardening 
at Leon Lachlan Reserve community garden in the inner Sydney suburb of 
Rosebery. Watch them in action at http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/education/

community_greening. Photo: Community Greening staff, Botanic Gardens Trust.

http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/education/community_greening
http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/education/community_greening


THE BOTANIC GARDEN  ISS 28 – NOVEMBER 2010

5

Costa the Gardener with his scarecrow lookalike and its makers from 
Campbell House School at the first School Garden Expo today at Sydney’s 
Royal Botanic Gardens. Photo by Simone Cottrell, Botanic Gardens Trust.

Starting with only 26 school/youth programs, Youth Community 
Greening now supports 96 school/youth projects and has produced 
more than 50 teaching resources to encourage teachers to use their 
school grounds as ‘learnscapes’ and to highlight school curriculum 
links (preschool through to secondary school). In addition, Youth 
Community Greening annually provides specialised hands‑on 
training for teachers at an in‑service at the Royal Botanic Gardens. 
The passing on of this learning to their students is acknowledged 
at an end‑of‑year School Garden Expo at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens. Last year, approximately 400 students and 75 teachers 
from over 28 schools entered Expo events including: School 
Garden Displays, Garden Art (3 categories), Garden Scarecrows, 
Garden Goodie Baskets, Student Demonstrations and a Garden 
‘Idol’ contest. 

The aims of Youth Community Greening are to:

assist the most needy young people in society •	

build self‑esteem and youth resilience •	

create opportunities for young people to connect with nature •	

increase youth ownership of public spaces•	

develop gardening skills and enhance employment •	
opportunities, and 

green the urban environment and promote sustainable •	
lifestyles.

Starting small with one part‑time education horticulturist, 
Community Greening, Youth Community Greening and the Green 
Street Program now employ four full time Trust education 
horticulturists. The latter is a new HNSW street tree planting 
initiative aimed at improving the amenity, environmental 
performance and social conditions in public housing estates, many 
of which are in rural areas.

A short video highlighting these programs can be found on the 
Trust (http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/education/community_
greening) and HNSW websites. 

There is also a link to a newsletter, produced to keep all stakeholders 
(community gardeners, sponsors and supporters) informed of 
what Community Greening is up to on a quarterly basis. 

Elements of a successful community program

In order to build community capacity the community must be 
empowered and allowed to decide what they want to do. If a 
community is not interested in a program, or it is imposed on 
them from above, then it will not work. Through the experience 
of a decade of Community Greening, we have learnt that to build 
community engagement involves: 

Supporting the community champion/dynamo/spark. There is 
generally one individual in the community who is highly motivated 
and keen to implement the idea. If that person is supported and 
encouraged then the rest of the community is more likely to 
become involved. 

Delivering on promises and not over‑committing. This 
builds community respect and trust, and small successes 
breed involvement. 

Taking excursions to beautiful botanic gardens. Inspirational 
standards are set when the community ‘plays at your place’. This 
also reduces their sense of constant intervention by authorities in 
their lives. 

Holding regular garden planning and management meetings. 
This gets the dialogue going and the community comes up with 

Students from the Chapel College for Youth off the Streets (YOTS) help 
establish a new community garden at Merrylands in southwest Sydney, 

Australia. Photo: Community Greening staff, Botanic Gardens Trust. 

http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/education/community_greening
http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/education/community_greening
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the ideas. By involving representatives of all community groups or 
at least consulting them, the project is more likely to be accepted 
and not vandalised by non‑participants. Community gardeners are 
more likely to be tolerant of differences and accommodate these 
when they come up with their own set of rules and regulations.

The best communal gardening projects are more than just beds 
of plants. They include shaded areas, artworks, barbecues etc and 
places where people can come together to socialise. 

When others are prepared to fund and support progress, the 
relevance of programs is also endorsed. Good outreach programs 
attract funding; however, this can and does take a long time to 
achieve. If programs are well‑received and are of real value to society, 
then organisations and benefactors are more likely to give money 
and in‑kind support, and the community as a whole is happy to 
give the most precious commodity – their time and interest.

The most important element of any successful community 
program is that it is underpinned by a learning ethos – providing 
positive esteem and meaningful engagement. ‘Learning by doing’ 
comes naturally with horticulture. By doing, the community can 
ask for guidance when they need it. Training sessions by skilled 
educators can then be tailored accordingly. One size never fitted all. 
Educators always seek feedback, thereby creating opportunities to 
improve their own skills. This builds everyone’s esteem. 

Those of us involved in botanic education always marvel at how 
easy it is to get kids excited about plants and gardening. Gardening 
is hands‑on and truly interactive and can be done by people of all 

ages, backgrounds, social status, interest levels and abilities. The 
rewards and sense of achievement are instant (the satisfaction 
of successfully planting something) and ongoing (watching it 
grow and produce flowers or fruit). If the key to education for 
sustainability is to be ‘futures focused’, then what could be more 
optimistic than undertaking a garden project? 

Conclusion – an optimistic future

Governments the world over are embracing strategies to combat 
global warming, green the urban environment and make urban 
living more sustainable. Visionary architects are coming up with 
aesthetic building designs that incorporate plantings equivalent in 
footprint to the land their new buildings occupy. Urban planners 
are developing green corridors through suburbs to link native 
habitats, provide cycling and walking routes and green spaces for 
public enjoyment. 

And botanic gardens are recognizing the important role they 
can play ‘beyond their garden walls’. Interestingly, BGCI recently 
commissioned the Research Centre for Museums and Galleries 
(RCMG) at the University of Leicester to conduct some research 
into ‘Redefining the role of botanic gardens – towards a new social 
purpose’ and Community Greening features as a case study (see 
http://www.bgci.org/education/socinc/ ).

When communities, government and businesses are brought 
together on projects such as Community Greening, there are 
significant benefits for society, the environment and the economy. 

Queensland S.M.A.R.T Volunteer Gardener Program
Kate Heffernan

The Australian Centre for Lifestyle Horticulture (ACLH) is 
an umbrella organisation comprising of industry groups from 
every sector of horticulture. The impact of the drought on the 
Queensland gardening public drove the ACLH initiative for 
a program known as S.M.A.R.T Volunteer Gardener. After 
investigating the roles of Master Gardener Volunteers in Australia 
and overseas, the program outline for S.M.A.R.T Gardener 
was prepared in consultation with industry, educators, and the 
funding agent, Queensland Department of Natural Resource 
Management (DERM). 

Based on the mnemonic or acronym S.M.A.R.T, ACLH established 
the program to promote sustainable gardening practices and 
encourage gardening as a lifestyle, health and environmental choice. 
After the initial campaign, the volunteer program was added.

The S.M.A.R.T headings ‑ Soils, Mulch, Alternative water, 
Range of plants and Transformation ‑ are used as a guide to 
the training session outlines. The program is custom written for 
a specific target group of confident home gardeners. The program 
offers 40 hours of training in exchange for 40 hours volunteer 
activities with community groups and schools. Face‑to‑face 
training is considered an imperative in order to encourage a team 
spirit, sharing and social networking.

The Friends of Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens became the 
initial pilot group, and 11 enthusiastic existing Friends volunteers 
formed the first class in March 2009. Training was complete by 
late May and the first group graduated as part of a total of 26 
S.M.A.R.T Volunteer gardeners.

http://www.bgci.org/education/socinc/
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The Gold Coast Friends S.M.A.R.T gardeners are coordinated 
by a volunteer who responds to enquiries from the community 
and determines the suitability of the proposed project, and the 
availability of volunteers. In just over a year the group has assisted 
with interesting and sometimes challenging projects which would 
otherwise never have been implemented.

S.M.A.R.T gardeners assist with planning and mentoring and 
help the recipients develop basic skills. Among the off‑site projects 
planned by S.M.A.R.T. Gardeners are a butterfly garden for a 
preschool, a rainforest garden at a local high school, and a makeover 
for a community church yard, shade planting and a creek bed to 
be created through the grounds of a primary school. S.M.A.R.T 
volunteer gardener projects at the botanic gardens have engaged 
local school groups in the planning and planting of a Fruits of 
the Forest regional ‘bushtucker’ garden, a rainforest understorey 
garden and a She Oak stand. Interpretation and education are vital 
components in every project.

As well as the obvious benefits to the participating community 
groups and schools, the benefits to the Gold Coast Regional 
Botanic Gardens are both in tangible outcomes such as the in‑situ 
projects at the gardens as well as less tangible effects, and raising 
awareness about the botanic gardens. The programme is a ‘good 
news story’ and has featured in television, radio and print media.

The critical messages of biodiversity and conservation are being 
communicated, along with practical skills in sustainable gardening. 
The enthusiasm and commitment of the volunteers is infectious 
and the base knowledge they acquire in the training programs 
enhances their interest in the science behind gardening. Several 
of the Gold Coast Friends S.M.A.R.T volunteers are now also 
confidently assisting with other botanic gardens activities and 
programs unrelated to S.M.A.R.T such as the Herbarium, while 
others are creating children’s activities sheets and interpreting 
plant stories to visitors.

A second Gold Coast group will finish their training this month, 
and are already planning volunteer activities. Only two of the 
current group of twelve were members of Friends prior to joining 
the training, but now all are members and staunch advocates of the 
botanic gardens and the S.M.A.R.T program.

The final report on the success of the programme was 
enthusiastically received at two presentations to ACLH and the 
funding organisation DERM. This completed their role with the 
project, and presently discussions are underway with ACLH to do 
a project handover to BGANZ Queensland. 

The volunteers have been 
terrific!!!  They have not 

only supported us through 
their time, knowledge 

and expertise, but 
also through hands-on 
learning experiences 

and discussions centred 
around what the 

students are interested in.  
They have been truly 

inspirational!!!  
Teacher, Benowa SHS 

The information provided 
was very detailed and 
allowed me to educate 

my students as well 
as myself.  We have 

established an enviro club 
that still maintains that 

garden to this day and is 
working on other projects. 

Teacher Arundel SS

Thank you S.M.A.R.T Gardening Program. Between us we thought we already had 
a wealth of gardening knowledge, however since participating in this program we 
have learned so much more. We have learned the fundamentals of gardening – 

soil testing, pruning, propagating, how to treat pests and diseases and also correct 
choice of plants and garden design. We are presently volunteers at Redlands 

Special School. We are feeling very proud of the results we have achieved in this 
garden with other SMART Gardener Volunteers, teachers and children. We have 

come away knowing we have been of some help to the beautiful special children 
of Redlands Special School. Jack and Ivy S.M.A.R.T Volunteers
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In August 2009 I arrived as CEO at Cultivating Community. 
Known for its work in managing gardens on public housing estates 
in Melbourne as part of the Department of Human Services’ Office 
of Housing Community Gardens Program, I soon found there 
is a lot more to the scope of activities undertaken by Cultivating 
Community than many would realise.

The Community Garden Program manages around 850 plots in 
gardens at 21 locations, mostly on Melbourne’s high‑rise public 
housing estates, from Brunswick in the north, through the estates 
of Flemington, Fitzroy, Collingwood and Richmond south to 
South Melbourne, St Kilda and Prahran. That said, the gardens 
are a focus for tenant participation and as such the communication 
and activities undertaken in each garden are central to their 
management. This requires a great degree of cultural competence 
in dealing with people effectively and respectfully when there may 
be as many as 30 different language groups represented in one 
garden alone. However, our recent successful Quality Improvement 
in Community Services Accreditation (QICSA) saw Cultivating 
Community commended for our approach to dealing with diversity 
in the community garden setting. 

Cultivating Community has had a long‑standing association with 
the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne (RBG) through different 
activities. Last year we used Domain House as the central location 
for a day of Housing Week celebrations and also for our AGM. The 
Housing Week activities included workshops in seed collection, 
gardener awards, a celebratory lunch and tours of the RBG thanks 
to generous RBG volunteers who worked with our interpreters to 
make the tours enjoyable for all participants. We had around 70 
gardeners attend from different public housing estates. They had 
a great day.

The RBG was also the venue for the Victoria in Bloom awards 
this year where one of our gardeners won the best food growing 
garden category.

This year also saw Cultivating Community continue our 
partnership with the RBG via our Edible Classrooms schools 
program (now in 12 Victorian schools). In conjunction with 
the RBG’s Public Programs team members, we planned for the 
Growing School Kitchen Gardens Program. It ran in September 
2010, with people attending from school communities in both 
Melbourne and from NSW. The course was conducted this year 
at both RBG Melbourne and RBG Cranbourne. Feedback from 
the training has been very positive and planning is underway form 
a modularised version to commence in 2011.

How to Cultivate Community
Jennifer Alden, CEO, Cultivating Community

...and be touched by it!

Children need to touch the earth...

We also combined with the RBG staff to present at the Tools for 
Environmental Change workshop, attended by over 200 schools, 
in March 2010 at the Melbourne Museum.

In a furthering of the connection between Cultivating Community 
and the RBG, in June this year Dr Daniel Murphy, a botanist from 
the RBG, became our Community Gardens Program Manager . 
Dan has hit the ground running with the QICSA accreditation 
and a range of other deliverables demanding his attention from 
day one.

Other activities undertaken by Cultivating Community come under 
the categories of community garden development and community 
food systems. The former involves constructing from scratch or 
rebuilding community gardens. Utilising partnerships with Mission 
Australia’s Urban Renewal social enterprise program and also by 
supervising a Green Jobs training program ourselves, we have 
successfully completed three rebuilds, and several refurbishments 
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of gardens. The development of gardens via our consultancy role 
is something we are often called on to  do and partnerships with 
Major Projects Victoria for a new community garden in Parkville 
and with Community and Neighbourhood Renewal Programs 
have seen us consult on other garden developments. In addition we 
work closely with local governments, particularly the City of Yarra 
in the development of guidelines for community gardens and food 
growing spaces more generally in the community.

The Community Food Systems work has sparked some innovative 
projects. In addition to the fresh food markets run weekly on 
housing estates we also have piloted and are now expanding a 
“Compost Mates” program, whereby local cafes and schools 
are matched with home composters, and additionally, a regular 
monthly food swap, Yarra Urban Harvest, in Fitzroy. We have also 
recently been funded by Sustainability Victoria to conduct a food 
waste to compost recycling program on a public housing estate.

All of these activities place Cultivating Community in the 
forefront in urban agriculture initiatives in Melbourne. Our 
scope also extends to national activity with representation on 
the executive of the Australian City Farms and Community 
Gardens Network. Through this national network it is possible 
to learn and exchange information with other organisations 
working in sustainable food growing fields and also to contribute 
information for the broader public.

We look forward to continuing our work with the RBG in 
assisting the development of more resilient communities into the 
future in a time of global challenges in urban development and a 
changing climate. 

Australian Inland Botanic Gardens... Part of our Community
Wendy Hallinan

The Australian Inland Botanic 
Gardens (AIBG) is situated 10 kms 
from Mildura, a large Victorian city. 
BUT we are in New South Wales. 
In fact our riverine site is bordered 
by the Murray River. SO we get the 
best of both worlds! 

As part of the Wentworth Shire and so closely linked with the 
Mildura Rural City, both councils support us with their generous 
donations. As a consequence we are a focal point for both 
communities, and in some ways, their meeting place.

The AIBG runs an extensive education program catering for 
students from primary, secondary and tertiary institutions from 
both sides of the river. From art to artefacts and botany to zoology 
the children and youth of the district can enjoy a tailored program 
to suit their needs. Over 490 students participated in these 
programs in 2010 so far. We have found mini beasts, biblical plants, 
vegetation transects and plant adaptations. In one of our garden 
beds with plants from America, students from Chaffey Secondary 

College found 17 types of fruit, none edible! Whilst a range of 
school ‘lessons’ are available we prefer to plan one specifically for 
the needs of the group.

As further participation in community activities, the AIBG is 
involved in providing volunteer work for student groups who need 
to fulfil a quota for their studies. It is often difficult for schools to 
find a place for a whole year‑8 class of 25 students to volunteer 
at the same time and at the same place. Work experience is also a 
part of our brief. Students from secondary schools and TAFE have 
participated in learning about the roles of various staff at botanic 
gardens by joining our team for various time spans.

Formal training by the local TAFE College takes place in the AIBG. 
Long‑term unemployed people have the opportunity to learn and 
achieve a national training level with the help of local employment 
body MAX. A further group is learning basic gardening skills 
through a MADEC (another government‑funded organisation) 
and AIBG partnership. These participants are in the process of 
getting ‘job ready’ to increase the level of employment, mainly for 
youth, in the district.
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A Let’s Garden program is proving popular with avid gardeners in 
the area. Whilst still in its infancy it is growing in support and we 
may have to start a second group during a week‑day time slot.

devoted number of men and women give a great amount of time to 
keep us going. It is a real community involvement which maintains 
us physically and financially.

Our

Dead headers•	

Nature trail creators/ maintainers •	

Maintenance team (aka the Z‑team = as far from A‑team as •	
possible)

Caterers•	

Artists•	

Coffee makers; and•	

Fundraisers•	

all contribute to the continuation and health of the AIBG.

In May we held the national conference for the Friends of Botanic 
Gardens in Australia. One of our speakers, Dr Emily Moskwa, 
related her findings on the benefits of volunteering with botanic 
gardens from the context of productive ageing. Her findings 
pointed to “a high place attachment with gardens, indicating a 
sense of belonging, or strong psychological connection. ........ it 
was individuals newest to their local community that recorded the 
highest overall level of satisfaction”.

Botanic Gardens such as the AIBG are an intrinsic part of 
community and will continue to bring people together as we plan 
for even bigger and better things into the future.

Let’s garden participants trial no-dig gardening.

An association has been formed with elders and members of the 
local Barkindji tribe of indigenous people. We are hoping with 
help from these people to develop a Cultural Heritage Garden 
which will include indigenous species used as bush tucker, for 
fibre, medicinal purposes and as building plants and to showcase 
this history to visitors to the gardens.

Botanic gardens created like ours, by volunteers, and having no 
affiliation with government, rely hugely on their volunteers. A 

Children’s Discovery Day at the Hunter Region Botanic Gardens
Lynda Picton

Kids, parents and/or carers were invited to discover 
the wonders of a botanic garden set in a natural 
woodland environment.

The exciting and educational program included the 
opportunity to learn how to propagate plants; make weird 
figures from seed capsules; make a grass head; nature 
craft; participate in a sketching competition – sketching 
something in the Gardens – and the Botanic Discovery 
Hunt where children took on the challenge of following 
the clues to complete a questionnaire.

Prize money was sponsored by Tomago Aluminium 
Company and awarded to various age groups for sketches, 
Discovery Hunt & Art Competition. Hunter School of 
Performing Arts thrilled children and adults with their 

Photos: Margaret Faulkner
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music and marching skills while younger visitors enjoyed the ‘story 
telling’ presented by Raymond Terrace Library and ‘Ship’O’Fools’ 
sponsored by Hunter Water.

Keeping an eye on proceedings was ‘Maurie Mole’ from the Mine 
Subsidence Board and ‘Oggie the Froggie’ from Hunter Water.

There were plenty of interesting things to learn from the displays 
presented by: The Koala Preservation Society; The Society of 
Frogs and Reptiles ‑ & their slithery friends (SOFAR); the Native 
Animal Trust; Bee Keepers Association; Parks and Wildlife; 
Catchment Management Authority and many more. Loads of great 
information to challenge, entertain and fascinate young minds.

Photo: Margaret Faulkner

Albury Botanic Gardens Children’s Garden Project – 
All about Community
Paul Scannell

In 1997 we began the Conservation & Management Plan process 
to guide us for the next 50 years. Customers, Friends group, staff 
and the Albury Horticultural Society were all quizzed as to what 
they felt was important. Within the planning process, a children’s 
education and interpretation display area was recommended.

The responses from the associated visitor surveys, highlighted the 
fact that the Gardens could cater more for children’s interests.

In December 2005, two local mums came back from the 
Ian Potter Children’s Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne extremely enthusiastic and approached Albury 
Council to see if a Children’s Garden could be built. After a series 
of meetings a Children’s Garden Working Group was established 
as a sub‑committee of the Friends Group. This included staff, 
management reps and community members from mums and dads 
through to child welfare workers and dietitians.

Three methods were used to provide the opportunity for the 
community to have input: An informal meeting to gather ideas 
for possible features and programs the garden could include, a 
questionnaire, and a community forum. The forum provided 
the opportunity for face‑to‑face community consultation on the 
proposed plan to develop a Children’s Garden.

The results were to be compiled into a design brief. Within this 
brief, many features and activities were obviously more popular, 
due to the frequency with which they were suggested. i.e.; Water 
‑ sensory experience – exploring ‑ vegetable growing. In addition, 
there were some fantastic original and creative suggestions which 
people likewise hoped to see incorporated into the design. 

It was anticipated that this brief would provide a guide for what 
the community of Albury would like included into the plan for the 
Children’s Garden. 
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‘This design brief highlights the enthusiasm of the community 
towards a worthwhile project, which will be an exciting place to 
encourage a child’s creativity, imagination, knowledge and sense 
of wonder.’

Mary Jeavons Landscape Architects were selected to create a 
concept design from the design brief and the design was finalised 
in October 2007.

With our Children’s Garden Working Group and Friends all 
working very hard, over $100,000 worth of goods and funds have 
been raised from within the community. The garden has been 
started and boy, what a journey! Trolls, artists, fairies, two French 
students on work experience, dinosaurs, woodcrafters, wetlands, 
story‑telling, grass mounds, creeks, musical bridges and 400 year 
old tree stumps just for starters!

An amazing number of people have found new interest in the 
Albury Botanic Gardens, and it is all thanks to our two wonderful 
mums, Lou and Lou, and the Friends of the Albury Botanic 
Gardens, pulling the community together. Fantastic job folks!
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The Alice Springs Desert Park is a botanic garden with a difference; 
in fact, there are many differences from the features one might 
normally associate with a Botanic Garden. Firstly we are a wholly 
Australian arid zone garden. Our botanical collection is set out in 
habitats and sub‑habitats, strictly following reference sites in the 
natural landscape.

The second major departure from the traditional botanic garden is 
that within these habitats we have an animal collection displayed, 
which adheres to the habitat philosophy just as closely as does the 
botanical collection.

People have been a part of the ecology of Australia for millennia 
and, of course, still are. Local Aboriginal culture is the third spoke in 
the Desert Park wheel. Without any one of these three aspects the 
story of Central Australia is incomplete. Professional Aboriginal 
guides offer a range of cultural experiences to our visitors and our 
fixed interpretive panels, as well as an audio guide, have a powerful 
central Australian Aboriginal theme. 

In keeping with all these aspects of the park is our latest project, 
the Desert Farm. This project will enhance the Desert Park’s 
strong community focus. We will expand our visitor area into a 
farm that will produce a large proportion of the food that our 
animal collection requires. It will also provide opportunities for 
education, training, local involvement and cultural experiences 
for visitors. What we grow in the farm is, and will be, in keeping 
with our philosophy of local provenance. To avoid the unwitting 
production of weed species, we will only grow local plants.

The Desert Farm and Power Plants
Scott Pullybank

(top) Working in the farm; (top-right) Feeding Themeda to roos.  
Photos: Scott Pullybank; (right) Brush-tailed Bettong. Photo: Pete Nunn
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We have had a smaller version of 
the Farm growing for some years 
‑ a Bush Medicine/Bush Tucker 
Garden. The garden and the produce 
from it have been used widely in our 
Aboriginal cultural presentations. 
It also serves as a good model for 
people to see what might be possible 
in their own communities.

POWER PLANTS
Sustainable Gardens 

in Remote Communities

ALICE SPRINGS DESERT PARK

Power Plan s
Sustainable Gardens in Remote Communitites 

Local Culture
Local Plants
selected by 
local people Nationally 

Accredited 
Training in 

Horticulture 

Bush Medicine

Meeting Place
to share stories, 

culutre and to be 
together

Increased 
chance of 

employment
Community 
Ownership

Community 
Achievement

 and Pride

A learning 
 and teaching 

place for all

Bushtucker Garden Marsdenia australis. Photo: Scott Pullybank

Marsdenia australis fruit, roots, flowers. Photo: Tim Collins

Cucumis vines. Photo: Scott Pullybank

Cucumis melo fruit. Photo: Scott Pullybank
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“They arrive in great numbers and dig many holes and form close 
relationships with the moths and creatures. Some are seen in the cool 
of the evening pulling entire plants out, roots and all. They are highly 
protective of new growth and display great upset when plants wilt or 
become harmed. Sometimes they bring in foreign foods and this has 
been seen to entice possums from their secret places.
They collect and hoard seeds and endocarps.
We know we can’t do without them for our Gardens to exist.
We have over 100 of them and some have been here for years.
What are these communities of intruders in the Mackay Regional 
Botanic Gardens and do you have them too?
I’m sure you do and if not, think about introducing some...”

The original species of these garden intruders were seen to take 
up residence in what was originally called the Lagoons Reserve 
Habitat Gardens in 1995. They dug many holes in this ‘settling 
in period’ and since that time their diggings and hoarding of seeds 
and consequent propagations and plantings have seen the area 
flourish into ‘natural forest’ settings with over 3000 native plants.

This group ‑ from the species SGAP ‑ had been trying to establish 
themselves since 1985 and with great persistence finally gained 
ground when a rail line provided a considerable impact to the area. 
They moved in and this species continues to utilize and tend this 
area of our Gardens to this day. These original inhabitants are alive 
and well and now this core cluster share their vast knowledge of the 
local area and the native plants therein with the new community of 
intruders‑ from the species MRBGStaff ‑ (most being newcomers 
to the area). Some of these intruders are so active that their actions 
have resulted in a new species of plant being identified and named 
after them. Three propagations of this plant are now growing within 
the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.... Actephila championiae

SGAP × GF are regularly seen following the same habits as the 
SGAP species, digging many holes all around the 52‑hectare site 
and over two‑thirds of the Gardens’ present plantings have taken 
root due to their zealous efforts. 

Intruders… A Welcome Community in our Gardens
Maya Harrison 

Actephila championiae. Photo: M Harrison

The species SGAP has blended with other intruders and now new 
cultivars are thriving within the Gardens too, namely × GF and × 
HRG and × HERBF.

Garden Friends planting even more holes. Photo: M Harrison

This cultivar × GF seems to be very social and is always 
encouraging others to join in their activities, especially in the 
wanderings around the Garden’s site (guided walks), assisting with 
hoards of small humans descending like locusts onto the grassy 
areas (school tours), but also to places further afield, possibly to see 
other cultivars like themselves (Walking Guides Conferences) and 
the plant life that they all seem to relish.

SGAP × HERBF are a more secretive cultivar and only appear 
once or twice a month in the same location and only in very cool 
conditions. Here they hover over plant pieces, always making sure 
they have fruiting bodies of their chosen greenery. They appear 
to store them amongst discarded paper sheets and after flattening 
them and sometimes sending them to other HERB societies, 
store them for another purpose in the future; unbeknown to the 
world outside.

Preparing a herbarium specimen. Photo: D Arvidsson 
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SGAP × HRG are another cultivar that meets regularly but 
usually in a circular arrangement, mulling over name changes, 
species information and what they should add to their habitat. 
What is most interesting about all the intruders is that they have 
a common trait of being ambassadors for their habitat. They don’t 
all have the same commonalities of botanic knowledge (some not 
being able to tell one plant from another), but as is in most habitats, 
there is a variety of skills and abilities (of the creatures and plants) 
both big and small that benefits the entire ecosystem.

As the intruder species and their cultivars have had such a positive 
effect on the Botanic Gardens, we intend to encourage their growth 
and entice them to extend their time in the Gardens and possibly 
produce even more cultivars. The SGAP × GF cultivar seems to 
be the one that is most receptive to new activities and it is to them 

that we plan to introduce a new enticement ... the S.M.A.R.T 
Gardener programme. This hopefully will create a new symbiotic 
relationship that will bloom for both the Community Gardeners 
and the Community in our Gardens, both welcome intruders. 

Encourage some intruders into your Gardens... it is well worth it!

Glossary of Intruders... 

SGAP...  Mackay Branch of the Society for Growing of  
 Australian Plants

GF... Garden Friends also known as the 
  “Friends of the Gardens”

HERBF... Herbarium Friends

HRG... Horticultural Reference Group

MRBGStaff... Mackay Regional Botanic Garden’s Staff

ITEMS OF INTEREST

Bendigo Botanic Gardens Master Plan wins award
Kevin Walsh

The Master Plan for the Bendigo Botanic Gardens, White Hills, 
has taken out a Planning in Landscape Architecture award at 
the recent Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA) 
Victoria awards in Melbourne. BGANZ members who attended 
the 2009 Congress in Mackay will be familiar with the plan as it 
was one of the presentations made at the Congress. 

City of Greater Bendigo CEO Craig Niemann said he was delighted 
that the City’s efforts to plan for the future of the Bendigo Botanic 
Gardens have been recognised through such a prestigious award.

“The master plan features an ongoing design for the restoration of 
the historic 152‑year old gardens and its planned extension into 
the greenfield site next door. It also provides guidelines for such 
things as planting, education and interpretation.

“I’m very proud that the master plan has been recognised through the 
awards as it was designed in‑house by staff from our Landscape and 
Open Space Planning team who went to a great deal of effort over an 
18 month period to ensure it was developed in consultation with the 
local community and other key stakeholders,” said Mr Niemann.

The award citation states “the development of a unique and 
regionally focused botanic gardens and parklands is a worthy 
ambition for a regional city. In this carefully laid out document set, 
the council team undertook a rigorous process of comprehensive 
consultation and research to determine the grounding principles 
and implementation strategy for this master plan. 

The documents are both well organized and illustrated, provide 
a platform that ensures the project – one of considerable scale 
– nevertheless has full community and political support. An 
outstanding outcome for this project. “

Mr Niemann said that “the City has already begun works in the 
historic gardens area with some original paths reinstated and 
new garden beds featuring rare and interesting plants created to 
enhance the existing collection.

“Further construction of original pathways will be undertaken 
early next year along with the creation of additional garden beds 
and there are plans to rebuild an historic grape walk structure and 
install new interpretive signage,” said Mr Niemann.

The award follows on from a recent announcement that Heritage 
Victoria will provide a $80,000 grant towards the restoration of 
the gardens historic picnic shelter which was constructed in 1905.

Further information on the Bendigo Botanic Gardens Master Plan 
can be found at www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/Page/Page.asp?Page_
Id=2815&h=1

Further information on the AILA awards can be found at 
www.aila.org.au/victoria/awards2010/awards2010list.htm

For more information contact Kevin Walsh, Landscape 
Planner, City of Greater Bendigo, k.walsh@bendigo.vic.gov.au, 
ph (03) 5434 6451

http://
http://
www.aila.org.au/victoria/awards2010/awards2010list.htm
mailto:
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Gladstone Tondoon Botanic Gardens (GTBG) maintains a 
scientific collection from two main areas, that of the Port Curtis 
Region and Far North Queensland, as part of a conservation 
strategy to ensure that the nation’s environmental heritage is 
passed on to future generations. 

At the 2009 BGANZ Congress in Mackay, the Curator of GTBG, 
Brent Braddick, and Toby Golson as senior horticulturalist 
with responsibility for the rainforest collection at the Australian 
National Botanic Garden (ANBG) , discussed the possibility of 
the role the ANBG might be able to play in helping conserve the 
rare and endangered flora of the Port Curtis Region as part of a 
dispersed ‘national collection’. ANBG’s mission is ‘to grow, study 
and promote Australian plants’.

GTBG holds significant collections of threatened species 
listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC) and Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act, flora from EPBC‑listed endangered Brigalow, 
Semi‑evergreen Vine Thicket and Littoral Rainforest ecological 
communities, as well as from potential climate‑change‑threatened 
refugia such as the high altitude Kroombit Tops and Granite Creek 
rainforests. Given the difficulty of obtaining scientific collecting 
permits in Queensland, this constitutes an incredible resource for 
the ANBG (which is currently revamping its conservation focus).

To supplement wild collection trips, the ANBG is developing 
mutually beneficial partnerships with locally based on‑ground 
practitioners. To this end, letters have been exchanged between 
the two institutions to share genetic material, which in practice 
will mean Tondoon providing the ANBG with wild‑collected, 
vouchered material from the rich flora of the Port Curtis bioregion. 
This material will be utilised for propagation and/or seed storage 
and onward distribution to other interested botanic gardens/plant 
conservation bodies and ideally back to the Gladstone region for 
recovery planning/revegetation activities. 

It is hoped that this relationship with Tondoon may act as a possible 
template for the development of similar arrangements with other 
regional botanic gardens who, while supplying the ANBG with 
genetic material, are provided with the ANBG’s coordinating 
support in pursuit of a dispersed ‘national collection’ (particularly 
now through the development of the national seed banking 
initiative). While such relationships can further conservation 
objectives through spreading risk by making this material available 
through a national seed bank to other like‑minded organisations, it 
is important that the benefits flow not only one way (especially from 
the smaller institution to the national one). To this end, the ANBG 
is investigating the possibility of offering professional development 
opportunities to staff of potential partner organisations, perhaps 
in its area of strength such as bioinformatics.

Valuable Partnership
Toby Golson

A Diploma of Horticulture Online 
specialising in Parks and Gardens
Donna Ellis

Study at a time and place that suits you with the Diploma of 
Horticulture online at South West TAFE. This popular online 
course is proving to be a huge success with students who can’t 
make it to the classroom from across Australia. It is ideal for people 
working in the horticultural industry who want to boost their 
skills and further their careers. Flexible, online delivery means you 
can study at home, on weekends, or in your lunch break—create a 
study timetable that fits around other parts of your life. 

Students complete the course at their own pace, with research 
based assignments tailored to individual workplaces due on a 
regular basis. During their studies, students can join the virtual 

classroom, which runs every fortnight, or they can use the online 
discussion forums to interact with other students. The virtual 
classroom draws regular guests from all areas of the horticulture 
industry both in Australia and overseas to share their knowledge 
and expertise. Students also have the opportunity to attend 
optional weekend workshops held at various times throughout the 
year at Glenormiston College, considered to be one of Australia’s 
most prestigious educational colleges. It is a 300‑acre working farm 
with beautiful historic gardens established in the 1850’s. Students 
are able to utilize these gardens including over 400 trees, 27 of 
these heritage listed, as part of their course work. 
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Donna Ellis, the program’s coordinator, has extensive horticultural 
experience, with a particular focus on parks and gardens. She has 
taught for 12 years and is well respected in the industry. Her first 
book Sustainable Gardening for Dummies has received rave reviews 
in Australia and abroad. Donna is also involved in the Sustainable 
Gardening Australia eCLIPs program, promoting sustainable 
parks management practices to local government. She also has 
a regular timeslot on ABC South West Victoria discussing all 
things horticultural!

The Diploma of Horticulture teaches skills in sustainable 
horticulture, focusing on best practice management of parks 
and gardens. It is a managerial‑level qualification that equips 
students with advanced skills in management, planning, theory 
and practice, and the chance to progress their careers in parks and 
gardens and landscape maintenance. Other career options include 
garden maintenance, teaching, local government public parks 
management, or scientific research. 

To obtain a dual diploma, the Diploma of Horticulture can be 
combined with the Diploma of Sustainability. This pathway is 
designed to complement horticultural studies with a series of units 
covering environmental sustainability issues. 

Delivered part‑time, the course usually takes two to three years to 
complete, with two intakes every year. Students may also be eligible 
for RPL (Registered Prior Learning) depending on experience, 
meaning the Diploma can be finished sooner. 

For more information visit www.swtafe.vic.edu.au or call 
03 5564 8911.

donna.ellis@swtafe.vic.edu.au; (03) 5557 8277 

Australia’s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 2010-2030

The Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population 
and Communities, Tony Burke, has released Australia’s Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy 2010–2030 on behalf of the Natural 
Resource Management Ministerial Council (NRMMC). 

The strategy and accompanying brochure are available on the 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population 
and Communities website http://www.environment.gov.au/
biodiversity/strategy/index.html.

BGANZ NZ Newsletter 11 – November 2010

The latest issue has been posted on the BGANZ website 

http://www.bganz.org.au/bganz_nz

http://www.swtafe.vic.edu.au
mailto:donna.ellis@swtafe.vic.edu.au
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Situated between Melbourne and Canberra on the Hume 
Highway, Albury is beautifully placed with the Murray River and 
the foothills of the Great Dividing Range setting the scene. 

Our city is easily reached by air, rail and bus from capital cities and 
by car from Melbourne and Canberra.

Featuring extensive areas of Grassy Box Woodlands and Box Gum 
Woodlands, the hills run down to the river red gum floodplains of 
the Murray River.

Bushwalking during the peak wildflower season and photography, 
bird watching, bike riding, orienteering, canoeing, fishing and 
swimming are just some of the activities to be enjoyed in the great 
outdoors here in October.

Excellent accommodation venues and a large range of gourmet and 
cosmopolitan fine dining, mixed in with the street cafe sidewalks, 
caters for all tastes. 

CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

BGANZ Congress 2011, Albury, Australia 
21 to 23 October 2011
Paul Scannell

All within easy travelling distance of the alpine areas, Rutherglen 
wine and food region and also the historic towns of Beechworth 
and Yackandandah, this Congress may be the chance to have that 
much needed break.

We would love to have you join us.

2013 5th Global Botanic Garden Congress New Zealand
Alan Matchett

As you have already read in the President’s report, 2013 will be 
a very special year for New Zealand and the Dunedin Botanic 
Garden. The alignment of the biennial BGANZ Congress and 
triennial BGCI Global Botanic Garden Congress at one location 
will be a special occasion and a key event during Dunedin Botanic 
Garden’s 150th anniversary celebrations. 

Obviously there is a great deal of work yet to be done. However 
with support and advice from both the BGANZ Council and the 
BGCI Board the programme committee will be able to draw upon 
considerable knowledge and expertise across the membership of 

both institutions to ensure issues surrounding climate change, 
conservation, plant records and collections management systems 
and garden development can be adequately dealt with in this 
forum. This will be a unique opportunity for many to meet old 
acquaintances, develop new liaisons and networking between 
gardens and staff from across the globe. 

More details will become available in 2011. All wishing to register 
their interest can do so on bgcicongress@dcc.govt.nz.

mailto:bgcicongress@dcc.govt.nz


THE BOTANIC GARDEN  ISS 28 – NOVEMBER 2010

20

The 2010 Conference of the Queensland members of BGANZ 
are proposing that BGANZ consider the possibilities for and 
benefits to the botanic gardens of Australia and New Zealand in 
commemorating the 250th anniversary of Captain James Cook’s 
voyage of discovery in 1770 in the barque ‘Endeavour’. Cook 
mapped the entire coastline of New Zealand before traversing 
the east coast of Australia from Botany Bay to Cape York where 
on Possession Island Cook claimed Australia for Great Britain. 
Hence the significance of this commemoration year to the Botanic 
Gardens of both nations.

Equally it is important to involve the original custodians of the 
land as many people in the indigenous communities would not be 
‘commemorating’ the 2020 anniversary. Botanic Gardens can be the 
key places to work together to further reconciliation by adding an 
extra dimension to the botanical story through the dual stories of 
indigenous and European taxonomy and use of Australian plants.

Significance of the Endeavour voyage

The significance of this voyage to world botany, through Joseph 
Banks’ collection of Australian flora, is well known and documented. 
Extracts from Cook’s and Bank’s records indicate that they came 
ashore in Australia between April and August 1770. At each of 
these locations – all except Botany Bay are in Queensland – Banks 
made extensive observations and collections of the local flora.

Cook’s log made observations of numerous coastal locations along 
the east coast, most notably: (related to botanic gardens to further 
identify the significance of the voyage.)

Victoria:  Point Hicks, Ram head & Cape Howe  (Mallacoota)

New South Wales:  Mount Dromedary, Batemans Bay, Red Point (Eurobodalla)
 Botany Bay, Port Jackson (Sydney BG)
 Port Stephens , Cape Hawke  (Newcastle BG)
 The Three Brothers, Smoky Cape,
 Solitary Isles (Coffs Harbour BG)
 Cape Byron (Lismore BG)
 Mount Warning (Tweed BG)

2020 
250th anniversary of Captain Cook’s ‘discovery’ of Australia in 1770
Lawrie Smith

Queensland:  Point Danger (Gold Coast BG)
 Point Lookout  (Indigiscapes Redland City BG)
 Cape Moreton, Morton Bay (Redcliffe BG)
 The Glass Houses, Double Island Point  (Sunshine Coast  
  Maroochy BG)
 Indian Head, Hervey’s Bay  (Hervey Bay BG)
 Bustard Bay, Cape Capricorn  (Gladstone Tondoon BG)
 Keppel Isles, Keppel Bay, Cape Manyfold, 
 Shoal Water Bay (Rockhampton BG)
 Northumberland Isles, Long Isle, Broad Sound, 
 Slade Point  (Mackay BG)
 Whitsundays Passage, Cape Gloucester  (Whitsunday BG)
 Magnetical Island, Palm Isles  (Townsville BG)
 Halifax Bay, Dunk Island  (Innisfail BG)
 Frankland Islands, Fitzroy Island, Green Isle,
 Trinity Bay (Cairns BG)
 Cape Tribulation, Endeavour River, 
 Lizard Island  (Cooktown BG)
 Eagle Island, Sir Charles Hardy’s Isles, Cape Grenville, 
 York Cape, Possession Island, Prince of Wales’s Isles, 
 Booby Island.

Tondoon Botanic Gardens and Cairns Botanic Gardens have 
recently explored Cook’s landing sites at Bustard Bay and Fitzroy 
Island respectively and found that the existing plant communities 
closely match Banks’ plant records. The Cooktown Botanic 
Gardens, not far from the landing site, already has an extensive 
garden based on Banks records.

Curators of the other Queensland Botanic Gardens listed above 
have expressed interest in developing a specific commemorative 
element within an overall national strategy to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of Cooks voyage in 1770. 

The proposal from BGANZQ also includes suggestions to link 
this commemorative event to either an International Garden 
Festival, a BGCI Conference or a similar celebration 

BGANZQ is to be commended for initiating this long‑term project 
that should present an opportunity to involve and showcase many 
botanic gardens. Council will keep BGANZ members informed 
on the outcome of discussions.
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21BGANZ New Zealand Autumn Seminar 
Managing Events on Parks

Coinciding with WOMAD weekend (‘World of Music Arts 
and Dance’ festivals and events throughout the world) 
18 March 2011 
Pukukura Park, New Plymouth, NZ 
Contact: connollyc@npdc.govt.nz

BGANZ 5th Biennial Congress 2011

21 to 23 October 2011 
Albury, NSW

BGANZ 6th Biennial Congress 2013, 
Dunedin, New Zealand

In conjunction with the triennial BGCI Global Botanic 
Garden Congress

Seventh International Conference on 
Environmental, Cultural, Economic and Social 
Sustainability

5 to 7 January 2011 
University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand  
http://onsustainability.com/conference‑2011/

American Public Gardens Association Conference 
The Revolutionary Conference

21 to 25 June 2011, Philadelphia 
www.aabga.org

XVIII International Botanical Congress

23 to 30 July 2011, Melbourne VIC 
http://www.ibc2011.com

Australian Native Plants Society (Australia) 
2011 National Biennial Conference 
Australian Plants in a Wondrous Web

2 to 7 October 2011, Marion, South Australia, 5062  
To be placed on the conference mailing list, email your contact 
details to leemarg@tpg.com.au or post them to:  
Conference 2011, PO Box 304, Unley, SA, 5061

BGCI - 8th International Congress on Education 
in Botanic Gardens 
Education and the Global Strategy for Plant 
Conservation

22 to 28 October 2012, Mexico 
www.bcgi.org/education/congress

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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