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Inside this issue: 

The first Botanic Gardens Australia and 

New Zealand Open Day is on Sunday 29 

May.  

The Botanic Gardens Open Day is a 

nat iona l  day  showcas ing the 

achievements botanic gardens have made 

in the field of plant conservation. Botanic 

Gardens across the country will mark the 

day with series of special activities that 

will encourage communities to explore 

their botanic garden, while learning about 

their commitment to protect plants from 

the threat of extinction. The Open Day 

events are expected to attract 150,000 

visitors to the 74 participating botanic 

gardens this year. 

Botanic gardens are increasingly being 

recognised as the frontline in tackling the 

biggest challenges facing our future - food 

security, pest and disease eradication, 

and adaptation to a changing climate.  

Costa Georgiadis and Jack Hobbs are the 

event ambassadors for Australia and New 

Zealand respectively. 

The Botanic Gardens Australia & New 

Zealand Open Day is based on the ABGA 

model and is organised by BGANZ Inc. in 

conjunction with the 74 participating 

botanic gardens nationwide. All 

participating botanic gardens are listed on 

b o t a n i c g a r d e n s o p e n d a y . o r g 

#BGANZOpenDay  

The NZ promotional video can be viewed 

at https://youtu.be/5hd5Q-XXdcU. 

If you have any general enquires contact 

David Sole at david.sole@wcc.govt.nz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inaugural Botanic Gardens Open Day— 
29 May 

Some of the Open Day events are listed 

below but check out each garden’s 

website for further details. 

Auckland Botanic Gardens 

10.30am-12pm take a walk with tree 

expert Mike Wilcox to learn about some 

remarkable trees here at the Gardens 

12.30-1.30pm learn about choosing trees 

for Auckland gardens on this guided walk 

with manager Jack Hobbs 

1.30-2.30pm join curator Bec Stanley for 

an insight into the world of plants that 

grow up trees (epiphytes) 

FOR THE KIDS 11am and 1.30pm fun tree

-trail scavenger hunts 10am-2pm tree-

themed art activities 

Wellington Botanic Garden and Otari-

Wilton's Bush 

9am Otari-Wilton’s Bush planting 

9am—2pm Botanic Garden staff are 

available to answer your gardening and 

conservation questions. 

11am Botanic Garden guided walk 

12.30pm Botanic Garden Nursery tour 

2pm Botanic Garden planting  

2pm Otari-Wilton’s Bush guided walk 

Christchurch Botanic Gardens 

The back of house will be open to the 

public. This will give visitors an 

opportunity to see work the team does  

that most people are not aware of.   

Dunedin Botanic Garden 

 Propagation Facility tours  

 Plant sale  

 Kids colouring competition. Three age 

groups (with prizes supplied by Friends of 

DBG. 

 Rare and endangered plants tour - 

Exotic and Native plants. 
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Hamilton Gardens new 

development programme 
The Hamilton Gardens development project involves 

the construction of five new gardens within four years. 

The Tudor Garden opened in 2015 and creation of the 

Surrealist, Mansfield, Concept and Picturesque gardens 

is well underway. 

 

The project also includes the construction of three 

central courts to separate individual gardens, an 

upgrade of the Information Centre, carpark extension, 

a jetty on the Waikato River below the Italian Garden 

Renaissance pavilion and a destination playground 

featuring a turf maze, an enchanted secret garden 

named after a mysterious magician and a treehouse 

lawn.  

 

Each garden will support Hamilton Gardens’ 

inspirational concept of telling the story of gardens 

through time.  

Children’s playground 

Surrealist Garden 

Picturesque Garden 

Mansfield Garden 

Highlighting the Role of  Botanical  
Gardens in Native Plant Conservation  

For many years various gardens in NZ have worked with 

government agencies, councils, private landowners and 

Iwi to protect native plants from extinction by offering 

propagation advice, seed banking, displaying plants for 

educational purposes and returning plants to the wild.  

Public gardens with expert horticultural staff offer a 

great service to people wanting to return plants to the 

wild or simply hold plants or seed as insurance 

collections of plants if the time isn’t right to return them 

to the wild. Gardens are also great places to learn more 

about threatened plants in terms of their propagation 

requirements. Probably our most distinct role is that we 

offer the chance for people to get up close to threatened 

plants – which they may never do in the wild. With our 

high visitation we are an excellent ‘shop window’ for 

plant conservation to promote the plight of plants and 

the work being done to prevent their extinction. These 

ex-situ populations are a basis for the passive visitor 

but also education programmes and training e.g. for 

people about to survey for plants in the wild or work out 

the difference between similar species. We also have 

excellent record keeping (and databases) at the heart of 

what we do – and this is essential for conservation work.  

For the past few years BGANZ has been discussing with 

DOC ways we can work together particularly to share 

information but also prioritise plants needing cultivation 

(or ex-situ propagation) for their recovery. BGANZ as a 

representative of all gardens offers nationwide coverage 

but also connections with local horticulturalists and their 

expertise. We also have high visitation, volunteers, 

facilities, access to funding as well as many other 

benefits.  

We hope our discussions with DOC will result in a 

partnership to ensure we work together, and with others 

on priority projects to give a national focus to the work 

BGs do, to realise our own conservation mandate, provide 

interesting work for our staff, and publicise threatened 

plant conservation to our visitors to engage and inspire 

them to get involved. 



BGANZ scholarships 
 

BGANZ (NZ branch) offer scholarships and accepts 

applications throughout the year. We support BGANZ 

member gardens staff to travel, study or attend a 

conference. The most recent recipient was Karl Noldan 

(Wellington BG) who visited Melbourne in September 

2015. Karl visited 10 botanic gardens, spent time in 18 

display gardens, explored three national parks and went 

to some of Melbourne’s most visited attractions and 

attended the Australian Landscape Conference. The 

Friends of the Wellington Botanic Garden, and the New 

Zealand Branch and the Royal New Zealand Institute of 

Horticulture also assisted Karl.  
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Nursery Hygiene to Protect Parks 
 

The Auckland Botanic Gardens nursery supplies 60,000 

native plants a year for more than 20 parks Auckland 

wide. Recently it’s become clear that plant diseases, 

such as kauri dieback, could be spread by nurseries to 

wild areas. To ensure that the risk of the ABG nursery 

spreading any plant disease is as low as possible we 

have undergone accreditation under the NGIAZ Nursery 

Production Farm Management System. This has been a 

two-year process including increasing the drainage  

under the stand-out area, replacing wooden benches 

with stainless steel and adding a quarantine area. The 

nursery is now formally recognised as meeting the high 

NZ and Australian accreditation standards.  

Sculpture in the Gardens event 

 

The Friends of Auckland Botanic Gardens biennial 

Sculpture in the Gardens exhibition was formally opened 

on Saturday 28 November 2015 by the Honourable 

Maggie Barry in her capacity as Minister for Arts, Culture 

and Heritage. The exhibition featured 20 artworks 

spread over a 1.8 kilometre sculpture trail.  

Jamie Pickernell won the McConnell Supreme Award and 

at the opening Bill Burrill, Chair of the Friends, 

announced that two sculptures would be purchased for 

the Gardens permanent collection: Ratiti Mya by James 

Wright (pictured above) and Seek by Marte Szirmay. 

Ratiti Mya is a group of seven corten steel works located 

at the entrance to the Gondwana Arboretum, the 

Botanic Gardens most expansive plant collection. Seek 

is a bronze work featuring ancient symbols with a 

concrete plinth that can be used as a seat.  

The exhibition brought almost 350,000 visitors to the 

Gardens, just over a third of which who came only for 

the exhibition and around 20% of which had never been 

to the Gardens before. Visitors of all ages enjoyed the 

exhibition with double the numbers in the 15-34 age 

range than in previous years.  

  To enquire about membership of  
BGANZ – New Zealand, contact:  

 Alan Machett   
 (03) 477 4000  
           PO Box 5045 
 Central City Dunedin  

Alan.matchett@dcc.govt.nz 

Ratiti Mya by James Wright 



29 May 2016 

14-16 October 2016 

The Australian Garden History Society’s 37th Annual 
Conference will be located in Canberra in October 2016. 

The theme: ”The Scientist in the Garden” has been 
chosen due to Canberra’s strong scientific approaches to 
all forms of gardening since its founding.  

3 November 2016 

BGANZ (NZ) Seminar  

Venue: Auckland Botanical Gardens  

Theme: Sourcing plants for our gardens 

COMING EVENTS 
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There will be a workshop run by lawyer Simon Mount 
on the legal aspects of plant acquisition based on the 
HSNO Act, and short (12min) presentations from 
Gardens staff on plant records and acquisition criteria.  

We are keen to hear from anyone who wants to present 
on their experience with these topics as well as plant 
imports, databases, accessing unusual plants, acquiring 
collections from collectors (e.g. by bequest). Please 
e m a i l  B e c  S t a n l e y       

(Rebecca.stanley@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz) if you 
would like to attend or present.  

BGANZ holds two free seminar days per year and any 

BGANZ member garden is welcome to send staff. Each 
is themed so topics are relevant to a particular area of 
Gardens practice. People can attend based on their jobs 

and interests and eventually one topic will suit you.  

Contact: Rebecca.stanley@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

 

4 November 2016 

BGANZ AGM 2016 to be held in Sydney, NSW 

Auckland Botanic Gardens has added two sculptures 
to its collection and has achieved accreditation under 
the NGIAZ Nursery Production Farm Management 
System. Further details are provided on page 3. 

Hamilton Gardens recently won the Innovation in 
Council-Community Relations category and was also 
named Supreme Award at the 2016 McGredy Winder 
SOLGM Local Government Excellence Awards. Visitors 

to the gardens can now hire bikes (including helmets 
and locks) thanks to a partnership with Te Awa scenic 

cycleway and Novotel Hamilton Tainui. 

The focus at Pukekura Park has been on catching up 
with maintenance after the very busy festive season; 

turf renovations, annual flower bed change over, 
herbaceous boarders and general garden maintenance 
and planting are keeping the field teams busy. New 
signs, walking track upgrades, playground alterations 
and replacement of garden furniture are also in 
progress.  

Site works began for Wellington Botanic Garden’s 
proposed Children's Garden in March. As part of the 
New Zealand Festival Otari-Wilton’s Bush successfully 

hosted the light and sound show ‘For the Birds’. A  
branding exercise for its four gardens as a cluster and 

individually is being finalised with the aim of reducing 
confusion. The Otari team recently lead a collecting trip 
to Marlborough for plants to fill gaps in the collections 
and to Sophora microphylla add seed from Sawcut 
Gorge to the New Zealand Indigenous Flora Seed Bank.  
Staff from Otari - Wilton’s Bush and Dunedin Botanic 
Garden and a visiting staff member from Royal Botanic  

Gardens Melbourne participated in the field trip. A full 

complement of curators, gardeners and administrators 
is in place and the Conservation and Science Advisor 
and Botanic Gardens Educator have been appointed.  

After the February 2011 earthquake there was a 
substantial drop in visitor numbers through 
Christchurch Botanic Gardens  but since late last 
year numbers have returned to pre earthquake levels 

(1.2 million visitors p.a.) Recently the Gardens have 
hosted a number of successful events including a mid-
winter lighting show called ‘Night of D'Light’ in July run 

as part of a Kids Fest holiday programme. The event 
attracted 40,000 visitors and raised $35,000 for the 
Gardens Children's Gardens project. Over the summer 
there were free outdoor ‘Lazy Sunday’ concerts and a 

Sunday Bandstand. Over the last six months a number 
of earthquake damaged buildings have finally been 
repaired with only the Bandsmen's Rotunda still waiting 
for repair work. The Sydney based lighting Company, 
Steensen Varming, has been engaged to design a 
$70,000 lighting plan for the Armstrong Lawn area 
including the Canterbury Museum façade. Like many 

Councils, the CBG has been through another 
organisational restructure but vacant positions are now 
being filled again.  

Dunedin Botanic Garden has retained its New 

Zealand Gardens Trust 6 Star garden rating and has 
also been successful in its application to the ArbNet 
Arboretum Accreditation Programme, Level 3. The 
Botanic Garden’s new $6.2m Plant Propagation Facility 
has been completed and the Friends of the Garden are 
funding the construction of a jetty extending out over 
the duck pond.  

NEW ZEALAND GARDEN NEWS 


